LIFE STORY OF PAOLO CONCI
S-44PRIVATE 


PAOLO WAS A WINNER
  1 -"GEN CENTRE - AUDIO-VISUALS"

  2 -On October 28, 1979, the Gen 3, all over the world, received this message from Chiara, the first Gen:

  3 -"Dear Gen, Paolo Conci, a Gen from Trent, has left for Heaven.

Before he died, I was able to sent him my love and affection.

  4 -He was a very good Gen, and he loved the Ideal very much.

Though he was still very young, he knew the right way to live. 

  5 -Dearest Gen, we only have one life to live. How long will it be?

Wouldn't it be silly not to live it well? We would have to say:

`The only life given to me by God, I messed up!'
  6 -No! Instead, we should say, like Paolo:

`In the one life God gave me on earth, I was a winner!'"

* 7 -"PAOLO HAS WON!" But what did he win at?

Let me tell you about him and you'll see for yourself.

  8 -Paolo was born in Trent, Italy. His friends say that he was a nice guy: a good kid.

* 9 -When he was four years old, he began having strong pains in his knee.

The doctors said that it was something very serious and he wouldn't live more than three months.

* 10-He started receiving treatments to prevent the cancer from spreading and he had to go to the hospital almost everyday. 

* 11-One day, Paolo and his mother stopped in the chapel of the hospital where there was a big crucifix on the wall. Paolo said to his mother: "Mommy, look at Jesus!
* 12-When I grow up, I'm going to climb a ladder and take those nails out.

Then, I'll put band-aids on his hands and feet."

* 13-Paolo's life started to get harder. He couldn't run with his friends any longer and he had to stop riding his bike. But beyond all this, he was still a happy kid.

* 14-He loved to play with lagos and make puzzles.

He had a teddy bear collection and he would give them nicknames. 

* 15-One of them he named Dippy. Here's what he wrote in his notebook:
"I have a teddy bear that I used to call Dippy. Since he's so big and he looks like a big dope, I changed his name to Dopey.
* 16-One day, he got dusty, so my mom threw him in the washing machine.

When she took him out he looked like he had feathers instead of fur, so my brother took two clothespins and hung him on the clothesline. He looked so funny!"

* 17-In 1979, Paolo met the Gen at a Mariapolis.

He could only stay one day, because his leg was hurting too much.

* 18-He says this was the most important day in his life, because he learned that Jesus loves him a lot.

That evening, the Gen acted out the life of Jesus through shadows.

* 19-Paolo watched closely. When they came to the part where Jesus dies, Paolo began to cry. Maybe he thought he could be like Jesus and suffer like Him, out of love.

* 20-Paolo made many friends at the Mariapolis, and they stuck by him when he got real sick. He always knew he had friends that loved him, which were the Gen.

* 21-His knee kept getting worse. Finally, he had to have his leg cut off.

* 22-A nurse said that Paolo went into the operating room smiling.

He turned to the doctor and thanked him for cutting away the bad part.

* 23-The operation went well, but afterwards he started having more pains.

* 24-A few days later, his parents got the bad news:

Paolo got an infection from the operation. He was expected to live two weeks only, which turned out to be four months.

* 25-He lived a lot of experiences.

As we talk about him now, he is probably smiling from Heaven.

* 26-One day a doctor went to check on him.

The nurse said; "Hey Paolo, what do you think of this doctor?"
* 27-"He's the best doctor I've ever met, and I know my doctors!"  he said.

* 28-The doctor was really touched. He leaned over and gave him a kiss saying;

"You just made me the happiest person in the whole world!"
* 29-The Gen came to visit him often. One hot summer day a Gen said to him;

"I'd rather be here than in the Sahara desert."
* 30-Paolo answered;
"It doesn't really matter whether here or there, because the Gen are everywhere!"

  31-Another time, I went to visit him at home. He was in so much pain that he kept gritting his teeth and sweating a lot.

  32-So I said to him; "Who's really helping the world to believe: us with all our running around, or you?" He looked at me real serious and said;
"Neither me nor you, but the man on the third floor!"
  33-His house only has two floors so I knew what he meant by the man on the third floor. That day I understood that Jesus is the one to save the world.

* 34-Paolo was very close to his Mom. One day he told her;
"Mommy, I'll get well fast. I'll take all the medicines and needles, no matter how much they hurt, because I don't want you to be sad anymore."
* 35-Another time, he said; "Mom, I will never be able to thank you enough for all that you do for me, even if I said `thank you' a million times!"

  36-And then he shared with her what he felt inside;
"What would I do without this Ideal of love?

You know, sometimes I hear a voice in my heart.
  37-It is Jesus. He talks to me. He tells me what to do. He'll say;

`Stop doing that puzzle and do that other thing', and I do it."

  38-"Mom, do you want to know how important it was for me to have met the Gen?

If I didn't have them, I don't know how I would have put up with all this pain.

I think I would have gone crazy!"

* 39-In July, Paolo had to go back to the hospital and there, on his ward, was a man who had cancer. He was real mean.

* 40-When his son came to visit him with his mother he would hit him for no reason. 

* 41-Paolo quickly became friends with the boy, but whenever he came over to play together, the man would come and drag him away.

* 42-One day, Paolo's mother was walking him in the hallway because his leg was hurting so much.

* 43-When the man saw them he was moved and he said; "I'll never hit my son again!"

* 44-When his wife and his son came to visit him that day he gave them a big hug, and he never hit his son again after that.

* 45-He would go see Paolo often and say;

"I hope you are not hurting, Paolo, because nothing is hurting me!"

* 46-When the man finally got out of the hospital, he still came to visit Paolo. He would say; "I was going to go to the beach, but I came here to see you instead because I knew you were hurting, so I'll take half the pain and you can have the other half."

  47-One time, we told Paolo the story of Chiaretta. She was a Gen 3 from Loppiano and she left for Heaven at the age of 9, because of an illness.

  48-Her story touched Paolo very much. He learned right away the sign that Chiaretta would do with her hand to say, "ahead in loving and up for joy".

* 49-Paolo was always happy to receive letters from the Gen 3, but he was especially happy the day a letter arrived from Chiara. He could hardly believe it. He was so happy he shed tears of joy.

* 50-He even read the letter to his relatives. It read;
"Dear Paolo, Thank you for the card in which you say you offer everything to Jesus. I heard that you are in the hospital again. I pray the Blessed Mother to be by your side and fill you with her love. I'm with you too. All my love, Chiara."
* 51-When he finished reading it, he said; "Let's have a moment of silence."
After that he had a great smile and he showed a lot of joy that day.

* 52-One day, while the pastor was visiting, a nurse came in to give him a needle. Paolo was very weak, but he rolled up his sleeve and stretched out his arm. Then he said `thank you' to the nurse.

* 53-The priest was surprised by this and said; "How come you are so good? Why don't you cry when you get needles?" Paolo said;

"Oh, what's a needle compared to all the thorns sticking in Jesus' head?"
  54-Another day, I found him looking intensely out the window.

I asked him what he was thinking about. He answered;

"You know, beyond all this suffering, I'm really happy."
  55-When I was leaving, he wanted to give me the sign, but he was too weak to hold his arm up so he asked his mother to help him do it and he added:

"like this to everyone, everyone".
  56-One evening, I left him saying; "Paolo, I'm going to mass now, to meet with Jesus. Let's keep unity strong, here as well as there, because we are all one in Jesus", and I left the room. But I had to go back, because I forgot my umbrella.

  57-Paolo called me to come closer and he softly whispered;

"Since you'll be meeting with Jesus, ask Him to help me eat supper. It's so hard!"
  58-On October 18th, Paolo got very bad.

His mother gave him his rosary to hold while she prayed it with him.

  59-He pressed the rosary against his cheek and kept silent.

His mom asked; "Are you asking Jesus to help you?"

  60-"Yes, he said, but I also ask Mary and the angels to give you a present."

"What present?"  his mother asked. "That, you will have to find out for yourself."
* 61-A week before he died, the doctors couldn't understand how he was staying alive. They thought all the medicine would have killed him by now.

But exactly during that week three important things happened.

* 62-He did his confirmation and received the anointing of the sick.

These two sacraments helped him to be strong.

* 63-Chiara sent him her love, telling him she was close to him and that she is praying for him always.

* 64-And, the Bishop came to see him and, kneeling by his side, they talked for about twenty minutes. He came out with tears in his eyes and he said;

"Paolo belongs to God, just like priests and missionaries."
* 65-The next morning, Paolo died in his mother's arms.

  66-What impressed me the most of Paolo was his pure heart.

He would make beautiful drawings with birds, animals and nature scenes.

He coloured very well never going beyond the lines.

  67-This told me how much he missed going outside to play in the fields.

Paolo suffered like Jesus on the cross. He won paradise one step at a time, and now I'm sure he's running up there.

  68-Do you remember what Chiara wrote to all the Gen 3 of the world?

"Dear Gen, Paolo Conci, a Gen from Trent, has left for Heaven.

Before he died, I was able to sent him my love and affection.

  69-He was a very good Gen, and he loved the Ideal very much.

Though he was still very young, he knew the right way to live. 

  70-Dearest Gen, we only have one life to live. How long will it be?

Wouldn't it be silly not to live it well? We would have to say;

`The only life given to me by God, I messed up!'

  71-No! Instead, we should say, like Paolo;

`In the one life God gave me on earth, I was a winner!'"

  72-Chiara ended by explaining how to be a winner;

"Trying with all our strength to become saints.

  73-How? By living Love with Paolo and like Paolo.

I leave you with this wish. yours, Chiara."

* 74-Paolo is now in heaven and he wants to help us run the good race. We only have to trust in him and he will help us. He often said to his mother and father;

"What can I do to show the world that God exists?"

Isn't he telling the world that God exists through his example of life?

* 75-
"THE END"

Note: (*) = for the Gen 4.  Example as follows:

* 7 -Today, I want to tell you a true story, which is very special. It is the story of Paolo.

* 9 -Paolo was 4 years old. (Is anyone here 4 years old?) One day, while playing outside, Paolo started having strong pains in his knee. His parents brought him to the hospital right away.

* 10-The doctor said that it was something very serious and that Paolo will have to go to the hospital often to receive treatments.

* 11-One day, on his way back with his mother, they stop in a church...









